A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
each village and six villagers, who were sworn to testify to the
amount of arable land, pasture, wood, etc,, and how the land
was held, so that computation could be made of what the
* worth' of the manor was, the word * worth* meaning the
surplus income—the income received by the lord from the
profits of his own land, dues from his villagers, serf and free,
and dues from his rights over the local woods, peat, water, etc.
The survey was also of especial use to William as telling him
how much arable land there was liable to pay the old tax of
Danegeld, which he had inherited from his predecessors and
which was payable in proportion to acreage.
The record as it has come down to us is in two very different
parts, and far from complete; it leaves out the four northern
counties, London, Winchester, and certain other towns; and
whereas the three eastern counties are given in detail, the
others are given in a much more summary fashion.   Unfor-
tunately the meaning of the terms used is for the most part
uncertain, there exists a doubt upon nearly all of them; but
Domesday gives us one very valuable piece of evidence at
least, from which a rough census can be made—for though
we do not quite know what was meant by the word 'hide/ or
even by the word * virgate/ we may safely estimate a ploughland
as something between 80 and 120 acres.   This gives us some
guide, though unfortunately only a vague one, to the population
of England at that date, 1087.   We find an England with
certainly more than six millions, but hardly more than eight
million acres under crop, and this should give a population
of something between four and six millions.   In other words,
the England of the Conquest was very much the same in
numbers as it remained throughout the Middle Ages and on
till the seventeenth century, though, of course, with large
fluctuations in times of pestilence.
The End of the Reign. William's reign had been dis-
turbed, after he had finally settled England, by partial rebellions
of his own nobles and by the continuous necessity of holding
his Norman frontiers against his own feudal overlord in France,
the Bang of France at Paris. He also had to meet rebellion
from his own eldest son, Robert, but he maintained till his death
his wealth and power and position as the greatest of the reigning
figures of his time. It was in an operation connected with the
perpetual frontier skirmishing with the forces of the King of
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